Academic Programs Subcommittee Meeting Minutes November 24, 2020

Voting members present: Fabian Alfie, Melissa Goldsmith, Shujuan Li, Todd Lutes, Holly Nelson, Gil Ribak, Anthony Sanchez, Suzie Weisband

Non-voting members present: Stephanie Carlson, Liz Sandoval

Voting members absent: Nora Day, Kelly Leslie


I. Stephanie Carlson called the meeting to order at 3:38 PM, with a quorum of 6 voting members.

II. Approval of September 22, 2020 Meeting Minutes
Suzie motioned to approve minutes. Todd Lutes seconded. Approved with 5 yes votes, 1 abstention. 

III. Consent Agenda
A. Modification of BA in Food Studies, College of Social and Behavioral Sciences
B. Modification of Minor in Food Studies, College of Social and Behavioral Sciences

Discussion: Stephanie explained the modifications to these proposals.
Consent agenda passed with 6 yes votes

IV. New Action Items
A. Minor in Asian Pacific American Studies, College of Humanities
There are not any other formal programs for the study of Asian Pacific Americans. This minor addresses a couple sets of needs; first is among students themselves, Asian Pacific Americans make up about 5% of the University population. This program is to develop self-knowledge and the analysis of society. The second group interested in this field of study are other student groups that understanding Asian Pacific cultures will be essential to their career, coworkers, clientele, as well as their community & society. The trend is the study of human migration, human rights, and globalization, along with neoliberal economic and political structures, transnationalism, and ecology. 

Discussion: 
Q: What is the geographic area will this minor encompass; Sri Lanka or Indian subcontinent? 
A: Initially this minor will build on the current apparatus, which encompasses over 15 nationalities, including the pacific, South Asia, Middle Asia, Southeast Asia. So, yes, students interested in the large major discourses would have the opportunity here. If they are looking for advanced courses, they are not available yet, but looking to build out the program over time.
Passed with 8 yes votes 

B. Minor in One Health, College of Public Health

C. Emphasis: BS in Public Health, One Health Emphasis, College of Public Health
The notion of One Health has become very important in our current world given the pandemic. They generally start with birds or animals, and transition to humans. One Health really deals with the interaction of humans and animals and their environment and the impact of health. 

Thanks to the Provost’s support, new courses have been developed to support the One Health programs. These programs align with the strategic mission of the University and the college. 

Q: What is the difference between the Minor and the Emphasis?
A: The Emphasis is for the students in the BA program. The minor is available to all undergraduate students that the UA. 

Q: Is the minor online and in person, or just all online? 
A: All our programs are offered on Main Campus, AZ Online, and in the Global Campus.

Q: Will the emphasis allow students to move toward One Health?
A: Yes, the College has a Masters in One Health, these programs [the Certificate, the Minor, and the emphasis] offers a pathway to the Masters.

Q: What is the job market for One Health?
A: The current market for One Health is very robust right now. Current students are already employed, either as contact tracers or in other areas of the pandemic mitigation. One Health students have a wide range of career options, public health, areas of various medicine, or similar fields. The job market currently is quite robust.
Both passed with 8 yes votes.

D. Certificate in Cloud Computing, College of Applied Science and Technology
This came in evolution with Cyber and Network Operations, offering a couple Cloud Computing courses. This was the driver to how “we” interact with the cloud and how to secure data. Expected collaboration with Microsoft, Amazon, the big Cloud service providers, allowing students a path to employment. 

Q: There is overlap with this certificate and the Cyber Security/Operations Certificate; can you elaborate why this one is needed? 
A: This is specific for the focus on Cloud computing or Cloud Engineering. There is some overlap, but all 6 courses for this certificate are exclusively focused on Cloud Computing. 

Q: Is this being offered in person and Online?
A: Yes, the in person is part of the Near You Network location (formally Distance Network), Online meets the broader need and demographic. 

Discussion: Maybe not for today, but the bigger discussion should be what is the pipeline for any institution to serve as a pipeline to any corporation? This is a constant ‘tension’ at CAST, along with the Institution related to RCM. This is a debate for someday. 
Passed with 8 yes votes.

E. Certificate in Didactic Program in Dietetics (DPD), College of Agriculture and Life Sciences
Note and discussion prior to presentation: This is a very large certificate (49 units), it lines up almost directly with the Nutritional Science Major with an emphasis in dietetics. Taking this course work is a requirement to earn this verification statement “Didactic Program in Dietetics”, which can lead to direct employment. The target audience are students that have a bachelors degree in something else, but want to become registered dietitians. Students are already taking these courses as nondegree seeking, the college wants to package it to show they are working towards something.  

Q: What is the benefit of this, why not get another degree?
A: Concerned the added GenEd, Language, Natural Science requirements would disincentivize students from taking the courses. 

Q: Will taking these 49 units make the student licensed in the field?
A: With the statement of verification, it will establish eligibility to sit for the Nutrition and Dietetic technician examination to earn the NDTR credential. This course work plus the examination provides the professional credential. 

Department presentation: The Department of Nutritional Sciences offers an accredited Didactic Program in Dietetics; the UA has offered this for a couple decades. Once this was made available though AZ Online, the department found a significant increase in students that want to return, often after earning a bachelors, looking to meet the eligibility requirements to become a Registered Dietitian Nutritionist, without pursuing another bachelor’s degree. This certificate will provide a neater cleaner package for those students completing the accredited DPD as nondegree seeking students. UA is only one of four online accredited programs in the country, allowing a large number of student this professional opportunity.

Students just taking the required courses through the UA, created a tracking, managing, advising, retention nightmare. And from a historical record keeping, there is not an internal university system for querying these students that are nondegree seeking, they are all dumped together. This certificate will allow for better management of information for reporting, and to issue the verification statement. 

Q: 41 units of transfer credit, is that coming from their previous degree?
A: Yes, we are getting students who have previous STEM degrees, and nutrition degrees, but from programs that were not accredited DPD program, that can transfer.

Q: AZ and Michigan are the only two states that do not require this professional credential?
A: AZ, is one of only two states that does not require licensure, but any student that wants to work in a job nationally that requires them to have the RDN credential, this program is relevant to the pursuit of that credential, plus a state licensure. Most of the online students are out of state students, meeting this requirement. 

Q: Can a student go to another health-related college/department, for example Nursing, or at another institution?
A: It must be an accredited program.
Passed with 8 yes votes.
 

V. Meeting Adjourned at 4:15pm



Respectfully prepared by Cindy Williams

